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Annex A

A Profile of the Femalesin Hong Kong, 1999

The Genera Household Survey conducted by the Census and Statistics
Department on a continuous basis provides data for analysing the demographic
and socio-economic characteristics of the population. This article utilizes the
data collected from the General Household Survey in 1999 to give an overview
of the female population in Hong Kong.

2887 5130

If you have any enquiries on this article, please call Genera Household Survey Section (1),
Census and Statistics Department (Tel. : 2887 5130).
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A Profile of the Femalesin Hong Kong, 1999

1006

1. Introduction

11 The Generad Household Survey (GHS)
conducted by the Census and Statistics Department
provides information on the demographic and
socio-economic characteristics of the population in
Hong Kong. It dlows studies to be undertaken
not only on various facets of the community but
also on specific sub-groups of the population such
as the females.

12 The population coverage of the GHS is
confined to permanent and non-permanent residents
and transients in Hong Kong, with the exclusion of
hotel transents, inmates of indtitutions and the
marine population. It constitutes about 98% of the
total population.

1.3 According to the result of GHS in 1999, about
half of the population were femaes. This article
ams to provide an overview o the femae
population in Hong Kong based on the results of the
GHS in 1999.

1.4 There were many foreign domestic helpers in
Hong Kong, amounting to wel over 100,000.
Nearly all of them were females. The effect of
this should be taken into account when anayzing
the socio-economic characteristics of the female
population in Hong Kong.

15 A similar feature article on this subject was
published in the July 1998 issue of the Hong Kong
Monthly Digest of Statistics. The figures in that
article were based on the 1996 Population
By-census results, while those contained in this
article were based on the GHS results. The two
surveys differ in population coverage, survey
methodology, etc. This point should be noted
when interpreting the results of the two surveys.

2. Demographic characteristics

2.1 In 1999, the numbers of males and femaes in
Hong Kong's population were 3.38 million and 3.36
million respectively. This gives an overall sex
ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000 females) ol
1 006. (Table 1)
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Tablel Population by Ageand Sex, 1999

2.2 The age pattern of femaes was different
from that of males. In both relative and absolute
terms, there were more females than males in the
age groups 20-39 and 65 and over. The greater
number of females in the age group 20-39 was
mainly because there were many female foreign
domestic helpers in this age group. For the age
group 65 and over, it was mainly because females
usualy lived longer than maes. In 1999, the
expectation of life at birth of femaes was
provisionally estimated a 83 years;, while it was
only 77 yearsfor males. (Table 1)

Male Female Both Sexes

W

AgeGroup No. % No. % No. % Sex Ratid”
0 -4 169 800 50 157 400 47 327 200 49 1079
5 -9 211 200 6.2 193 300 57 404 500 60 1093
10-14 212 300 6.3 203 000 6.0 415300 6.2 1046
15-19 220 100 65 211 000 6.3 431200 64 1043
20-24 224000 6.6 242 000 72 466 000 69 926
25-29 252 600 75 281 400 84 534 000 79 897
30-3#4 294 600 87 331500 99 626 100 93 839
35-39 360 000 10.6 368 200 10.9 728 100 10.8 978
40-44 340 600 101 322500 96 663 000 98 1056
45-49 274300 81 253 600 75 527 900 78 1081
50-A4 211 100 6.2 180 100 54 391 200 58 1172
55-59 139900 41 113700 34 253700 38 1231
60— 64 141 000 42 125700 37 266 700 40 1122
65 + 329400 97 378 800 113 708 200 105 870
3381000 100.0 3362200 100.0 6743200 100.0 1006

Total

@

Note: (1) The number of mdes per 1 000 females in
the respective age groups.
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2.3 Among females aged 15 and over, about 59%
were at present married; the proportions of never
married, widowed and divorced/separated were
29%, 10% and 2% respectively. (Table 2)

24 The proportion of femaes who were
widowed (10%) was significantly higher than that
of males (2%). This is because femaes usualy
live longer than males and the wife is usualy
younger than the husband. So it is common that
the husband dies earlier than the wife. For the
age group 55 and over, the proportion of females
who were widowed (41%) was significantly higher
than that of males (10%). (Table 2)

Population Aged 15 and over by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 1999

Divor ced/
Never Married Now Married Widowed Separ ated Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
AgeGroup No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
15-24 434 300 423800 9 600 28 700 * * * * 444 10C 453100
(97.8) (935) 2.2) (6.3) (1000)  (100.0)
25-34 318 800 258 500 224 600 343 600 * 1700 3700 9100 547 20C 612 900
(58.3) (42.2) (41.0) (56.2) 0.3 0.7) (1.5) (100.0) (200.0)
35-44 110800 90 700 576 600 565 000 * 9100 12 100 25800 700 50C 690 600
(15.8) (132 (823 (81.8) (1.3 @7 (3.7) (200.0) (200.0)
45-54 27 1X 23200 443 400 367 500 3700 23400 11200 19600 485 30C 433700
(5.6) (5.4) (91.4) (84.7) 0.8 (5.9 23 4.5) (100.0) (200.0)
55+ 24800 14 400 516 000 340 800 58 400 251 90C 11200 11100 610 40C 618 200
4. (23 (84.5) (55.2) (9.6) (40.7) 1.8 (1.8) (100.0) (200.0)
915 800 810600 1770200 1645500 63300 286 10C 38400 66300 278760C 2808500
Total (329 (28.9) (63.5) (58.6) (23 (10.2) ()] (2.9 (200.0) (200.0)
Notes: Figures in brackets refer to the percentage shares in the
respective age-sex groups.
* * Denotes estimates with relatively low precision and which
should therefore be suppressed.
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3. Education characteristics

3.1 Educationa attainment of females appeared
to be lower than that of males. About 16% of
females aged 15 and over attained tertiary
education, lower than that of maes (19%).

Besides, the proportion of females who had no
schooling or only had kindergarten education (13%)
was much higher than that of maes (4%).

However, it should be noted that the trend in
educational attainment had changed much over the
past two decades in Hong Kong alongside with the
advancement in the society and the introduction of
universal education since 1978. The fact that the
proportion (63%) of females aged 65 and over who
had no schooling or attained only kindergarten
education was significantly higher than that (23%)
for the male counterparts demonstrated the lower
chance of receiving educetion among the elderly
females when they were young. Nowadays,
males and females were found to have smilar
chance of receiving education as proven by the
smilar pattern in educationad atainment among
males and females in the 15-19 and 20-24 age
groups. The proportion of females aged 20-24
who had educational attainment at degree level
was 26%, which was higher than that among males
aged 20-24 (23%). (Table 3)

32 It should be noted that even with the
introduction of universal education in 1978, there
were gill a very small proportion of females and
males aged 15-24 who had no schooling or only
had kindergarten/primary education. The influx
of rew arrivals from the Mainland in recent years
might be one of the relevant factors. (Table 3)
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Table3 Population Aged 15 and over by Sex, Educational Attainment and Age, 1999

AgeGroup
15-19 20-24 25-34 3544 45-54 55-64 65+ Total
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Sex/Educational Attainment (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Male
* * 1200 6000 11 700 24200 75200 118500
No schooling/Kindergarten (0.2) (0.9 (24 (8:6) (228 (42)
Pri 2300 3700 27 200 132 400 165 100 122 900 181 100 634 700
imary 11) (16) (5.0) (189) (340) 43.7) (550) 228
(1)
Secondarv/Matriculation™® 199100 137300 344 200 423 000 244500 98 400 56600 1503200
ondary/Matriculation (905) (613 629) (604) (504) (350) 72 (539
Tertiary: Non-dearee course 13700 31900 56 700 50 200 23200 12 000 5200 192 900
ary: €9 u (6.2) (143) (10.4) (72) 4.8) 4.3) (16) (6.9)
Tertiary: Dearee course 5000 51 000 117 800 88900 40800 23500 11 300 338400
y-Deg 23) (228) (215 127 84) (84) (34) 12.)
220100 224 000 547 200 700 500 485300 281 000 329400 2787600
Sub-total (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (100.0)
Dx Notes : * Denotes estimates with relatively low precision and
which should therefore be suppressed.
1 (1) Including equivalent educational attainment.

FC6 Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Statistics March 2000



()

Table3 (Cont'd) Population Aged 15 and over by Sex, Educational Attainment and Age,

1999

AgeGroup
1519 2024 2534 3544 45-54 5564 65+ Total
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No.
Sex/Educational Attainment (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Female
* * 3400 17000 31600 62700 238300 353400
No schooling/Kindergarten (0.6) (25) (7.3 (26.2) (62.9) (12.6)
_ 1700 5000 41800 174800 195600 107800 108600 636000
Primary (0.8) (2.4) (6.8) (253) @51 (450 (28.7) (226)
(1)
Secondary/Matriculation® 188700 139100 394200 401300 171800 51900 25300 1372300
ondary/Matricuiation (89.4) (57.5) (64.3) (58.1) (396)  (2L7) (6.7) (489)
Tertiary: Nondearee course 14600 35100 67800 44700 17400 7800 3400 190700
lary: 9 u (6.9) 145) (11.1) (65) @0 (32 (0.9) (6.8)
Tertiary: D 6000 61600 105800 52900 17400 9300 3100 256100
ertiary- Legree course 2.8) (255) 173) .7 40 (39 (0.8) 9.1)
211000 242000 612900 690600 433700 239400 378800 2808500
Sub-total (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (1000)  (1000) (1000)  (1000)  (100.0)
431200 466000 1160100 1391200 919000 520400 708200 5596100
Total

@

Notes : *  Denotes estimates with relatively low precision and
which should therefore be suppressed.

(1) Including equivalent educational atainment.
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33 3.3 To better illustrate the difference between nales
and females in respect of the educationa level attained,
the sex ratios in different age groups under the

65 respective levels of educational attainment were
362 1524 828 compiled. Sex ratio refers to the number of males per
1 000 femaes in the specific group. Far those with
educational attainment at degree level, the sex ratio
36 36 dropped from 3 622 among persons aged 65 and over to
828 among those aged 15-24. This showed a drastic
improvement in the opportunities of attaining higher
education among females in recert years. However,
the sex ratio of those who had no schooling or only had
kindergarten education was found to be maintained at a
similar level across different age groups, ranging from
316 to 386. (Table4)

&
Table4 Sex Ratio® of Population Aged 15 and over by Educational Attainment and Age,

1999
AgeGroup
Educational Attainment 15-19 20-24 25-34 3544 45-54 55-64 65+ Total
* * 369 353 370 386 316 335
No schooling/Kindergarten
) 1379 630 652 757 844 1141 1668 998
Primary
(2
. 2 1055 987 873 1054 1424 1897 2233 109t
Secondary/Matriculation
. 936 910 836 1125 1331 1540 1534 1011
Tertiary: Non-degree course
. 828 1114 1682 2351 2518 3622 1321
Tertiary: Degree course
1043 926 893 1014 1119 1173 870 993
Total
* Notes : * Denotes estimates with relatively low precision and which
should therefore be suppressed.
@ (1) The number of males per 1000 females in the respective
age groups.
%) (2) Including equivalent educational attainment.
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4. Economic characteristics

4.1 Among the femae population aged 15 and
over, 1.38 million (49%) belonged to the labour
force. The proportion was lower than that of
males (75%). Conversdly, the proportion of
females who were home-makers (28%) was much
higher than that of males (0.4%). (Table 5)

Table5 Population Aged 15 and over by Activity Status and Sex, 1999

Male Female Both Sexes
Activity Status No. % No. % No. %
2095700 75.2 1380900 49.2 3476 600 62.1
Economically active
691 900 24.8 1427700 50.8 2119600 37.9
Economically inactive
10200 04 788900 281 799 100 14.3
Home-makers
220900 79 217 500 7.7 438 400 7.8
Students
386 100 139 366 000 130 752 200 134
Retired persons
74700 27 55300 20 130000 23
Others
2787600 100.0 2808500 100.0 5596100 100.0

Total
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42 42 Anayzed by age the labour force
participation rates (i.e. the proportion of persons
20-34 being in the labour force) of females were lower
than that of maes in al age groups. The
difference was smaller in the prime working age of
20-34. It was because in this age group, many
females were ether single or married with no
children. There was a relatively higher tendency
for them to stay in the labour market. (Table 6)

Table6 Labour Force Participation Rates by Age and Sex, 1999

Male Female Both Sexes

AgeGroup % % %
15-19 20.3 16.7 185
20— 24 76.6 76.2 76.4
25-34 975 783 87.4
3B-44 975 58.8 78.3
45— 54 93.8 50.4 733
55-64 61.0 204 423
65+ 10.9 20 6.2

75.2 49.2 62.1

Total
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43 4.3 Some 35% of the female enployed persons
35% were engaged in the "Community, socia and
34% personal services' sector, followed by "Wholesde,
14% 10% retail and import/export trades, restaurants and
hotels' (34%), "Financing, insurance, rea estate
and business services' (14%) and "Manufacturing'
(10%) sectors. A dignificantly higher proportion
of females was in the "Community, socid and
personal services' sector compared with males.
(Table7)

Table7 Employed Persons by Industry and Sex, 1999

Male Female Both Sexes

Industry No. % No. % No. %

239300 123 134900 103 374200 115
Manufacturing

288 600 14.8 19200 15 307 800 94
Construction

526 300 270 448 500 342 974 800 29.9
Wholesale, retail and import/export trades,
restaurants and hotels

295 000 152 68 000 52 363 000 111
Transport, storage and communications

279 100 14.3 177 000 135 456 100 14.0
Financing, insurance, real estate and
business services

294 400 151 461 000 351 755300 232
Community, social and personal services

23600 12 4 700 04 28300 09
Others

Total 1946 300 100.0 1313200 1000 3259500 100.0
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44 32% 4.4 Among the female employed persons, 32%
25% were "clerks', followed by ‘“dementary
4% 10% occupations workers' (25%). The proportion of
females working as "managers and administrators'
(4%) was significantly lower than that of males
(10%). (Table 8)

Table8 Employed Personsby Occupation and Sex, 1999

Male Female Both Sexes

Occupation No. % No. % No. %

201 300 10.3 53200 41 254500 78
Managers and administrators

119 600 6.1 55200 42 174700 54
Professionals

336 200 17.3 211300 16.1 547 500 16.8
Associate professionals

168 200 86 415 800 3L7 584 100 179
Clerks

265 800 137 194 300 14.8 460 100 141
Service workers and shop sales
workers

340 300 175 12 400 09 352 600 108
Craft and related workers

238 700 12.3 42 400 3.2 281 100 86
Plant and machine operators and
assemblers

269 500 138 326 400 249 596 000 18.3
Elementary occupations

6 800 03 2200 02 9 000 03

Others
Total 1946 300 100.0 1313200 100.0 3259500 100.0
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45 The median monthly income from man
employment of females was $8,500 in 1999, lower
than that of $11,000 for males. Analyzed by age,
the median monthly income from main employment
of females was in generd less than that of malesin
all age groups, particularly for the age group 35 and
over. It should be noted that this simple indicator
cannot conclusively prove or disprove the existence
of sex digparity in terms of employment income
Many other factors such as occupation, educationa
attainment, experience, hours of work and even
physique have to be taken into account when
comparing the employment income of males and
females. (Table9)

@

Median Monthly Income from Main Employment of Employed Per sons'®
by Age and Sex, 1999

C )
Median Monthly Incomefrom Main Employment (HK$)

AgeGroup Male Female Both Sexes
15-24 8,000 7,500 8,000
25-34 12,000 10,000 11,000
35-44 13,000 9,000 12,000
45-54 12,000 7,000 10,000
55 + 8,000 5,500 8,000

11,000 8,500 10,000
Total

(1)

Note: (1) Excluding unpaid family workers.
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