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Annex A

61" Session of UNCSW
High-level Interactive Dialogue among Ministers on the
Priority Theme: Building Alliance to Promote Women’s
Economic Empowerment in the Changing World of Work
15 March 2017
Speech by Miss Leonia TAl,
Deputy Secretary for Labour and Welfare,

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region

Thank you, Chair. | would like to share with you all the
experience in Hong Kong, a special administrative region of
China, on engaging the non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and business sector to promote women’s economic

empowerment in the work place.

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government (HKSARG) is committed to facilitating
women to pursue employment and careers of their choice.
We have spared no effort in removing the barriers for
women to enter or stay in employment, and create
favourable conditions for them to keep a work life balance.

At the policy level, we have legislated many major
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employment benefits, including paid maternity leave and

paternity leave.

e Beyond legislation, HKSARG works hand in hand with the
Women’s Commission, which is a high-level central
mechanism tasked to advise the Government on policies and
initiatives which are of concern to women, to collaborate
with the NGOs to promote women’s employment. Since
2014, we have launched a funding scheme inviting NGOs to
organise programmes that enhance women’s employability
and create an enabling environment for women to work.
So far, we have funded over 70 NGOs to organise 150
related progrmmes with a total funding of seven million

Hong Kong Dollars.

e To showcase and provide a platform for NGOs and social
enterprises to share good practices in initiating projects
which have improved women’s economic lives, we have

orangised the first Award Scheme last year in promoting



women economic empowerment with a total of 40

organisations participated.

In addition to the NGO sector, we have also collaborated
with the business sector. To promote the concept of gender
mainstreaming and raise the awareness of gender-related
Issues in the business community, we have, by the end of
last year, established a Gender Focal Point network among
160 listed companies in Hong Kong. These Gender Focal
Points serve as the contact and resource persons for
communication on gender issues, and they receive training
from time to time, such as business luncheon talk where

companies could share their good practices with others.

We have also been actively encouraging employers to
implement family-friendly employment practices, such as
introducing flexible work arrangements, setting up nursery
rooms, and providing child care facilities. To give

recognition and share these good practices, a



Family-Friendly Employers Award Scheme is held every
two years, with some 2 700 companies and organisations

participated in the one that was held in last year.

 We strongly believe in the concerted efforts from every
sector of the community to empower women. We will
continue to step up our efforts in engaging more NGOs and
companies in Hong Kong to facilitate women’s economic

empowerment and realising their full potential.

 Thank you.

-END-
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