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Women’s Commission
Council for Sustainable Development

Public Engagement on
Promotion of Sustainable Consumption of Biological Resources

Purpose

This paper seeks Members’ views on the issues raised in the
public engagement document on promotion of sustainable consumption
of biological resources.

Background

2. Biological resources provide for our daily needs and the society’s
development. They are the fundamental elements for our clothing, food
and feed, shelter, fuel, paper, and medicine, etc.. Only if the
consumption rate is maintained at a level that does not exceed the
reproduction rate can biological resources be sustained. However, our
current overconsumption pattern has various impacts and consequences
on the ecosystems and the environment, including species depletion and
extinction, and the destruction to habitats, etc.. These impacts in turn
will affect the provision of biological resources. A case in point is
overfishing. According to an estimate from the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organisation, over 70% of the world’s fish species are
either fully exploited or depleted. The dramatic increase of
unsustainable fishing practices worldwide has great impact on marine
fauna and their habitats. On land, some wild animals and plants are
under the pressure of overharvesting. For instance, overconsumption of
paper adds pressure to our natural forests and the wildlife therein.

3. In Hong Kong, despite the population only accounting for about
0.1% of the world's population, its unique position as a major trading hub
and a world city famous for its food means that our activities may lead to



potential impacts on some species of plants and animals, at the regional
or global level. Using seafood as an example, Hong Kong is the seventh
largest per capita seafood consumer in the world. An average resident
consumes 71.2 kg of seafood each year, more than three times the global
average'. This means that the pattern Hong Kong purchases and
consumes seafood could have a significant impact on the marine
ecosystem.

4, While the consumption of biological resources in our daily lives
can entail significant implications on sustainability, public awareness on
and knowledge about sustainable consumption is generally low. The
Council for Sustainable Development (“SDC”) recognises the urgent
need to promote sustainable consumption of biological resources, and
believes that only with concerted efforts from all sectors of society can
we make a fundamental change. For this reason, SDC has decided to
conduct a territory-wide public engagement to arouse public awareness,
stimulate public discussion, and explore ways and means to encourage
behavioural changes that are conducive to a more sustainable pattern.

SDC’s Public Engagement

5. SDC launched the public engagement on 26 July 2016 which
adopts a bottom-up and stakeholder-led approach to provide a platform to
facilitate the exchange of views among members of the public and
stakeholders on how to map out strategies towards more sustainable
consumption.

6. To facilitate public discussion, SDC has issued a public
engagement document at Annex, which provides background information
on why biological resources are important and invites public views on
three major aspects:

(a) Facilitating smart choices for consumers —

What information would consumers need in order to choose
sustainable products?

! Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. (2013). FAO Yearbook Fishery and
Aguaculture Statistics 2011. Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, Italy.
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(b) Promoting best practices among businesses and the public sector —

How could the Government/public sector/private sector take the
lead in promoting sustainable consumption of biological resources?
What are the drivers for businesses to purchase more sustainable
products?

(c) Education and publicity —

What kinds of education and publicity activities should be put
forward in promoting sustainable consumption of biological
resources?

7. During the public engagement period (which will last till 15
November 2016), SDC will organise five public forums and a series of
engagement events to listen to public’s views. These events include
meetings with different organisations and stakeholders, for example,
green groups, chambers of commerce, relevant sectors, non-governmental
organisations, district councils and resident organisations. Views and
responses collected during the public engagement period will form the
basis for SDC to formulate recommendations for the Government’s
consideration.

8. To promote this public engagement and encourage public
participation, SDC has carried out various public education and publicity
activities, including producing a TV and Radio Announcement of Public
Interest as well as posters and launching a dedicated website® to facilitate
the public to browse through relevant information and give their views.
Roving exhibitions will also be held in various locations and a set of
on-line picture cards has been developed to bring out the messages in a
more lively and interesting manner. SDC also leverages on the synergy
from over 100 supporting organisations to help promote the public
engagement and mobilise wider participation among different sectors of
the community through their network. Through these activities, SDC
hopes to reach community consensus on the next steps towards more
sustainable consumption patterns and practices.

2 https://www.susdev.org.hk



Advice Sought

9. Members are invited to provide comments and views on the
Issues set out in the public engagement document.

Secretariat of the Council for Sustainable Development
Environment Bureau
August 2016
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Public Engagement on Promotion of Sustainable Consumption of
Biological Resources

FYEIR HEUE

Consume Wisely to Conserve our Biological Resources

AHRERERE®
] Council for
Sustainable Development J\ oo

NS EIBIE public Engagement period : 26.07.2016 — 15.11.2016



rmSHEBENRARE
Public Engagement — Objectives and Process
IR R R A
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Consensus Building

Fe
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Awareness Raising and Knowledge Transfer
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Stage 2: Developing Recommendations

Stage 1: Identifying Priorities and Challenges for a Sustainable Future

« 2 HE 5T Desktop Research « EfR / EEEE TV/Radio AP
o ST/ =% Support Group Meetings o EEA3UL Dedicated Website
o 2 20/\4B = 5% Focus Group Meetings o N2 B7ES) Engagement Activities

o it& 57515 Regional Forums
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BAESHRAIE ;

Stakeholders’ Participation and Cooperation

\b

N EIBEIR public Engagement period : 26.07.2016 -15.11.2016
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EMERINEEY

The Importance of Biological Resources

e FYERUNDSEYEIR - BEYERNWMEYEIR -
Biological resources cover animal resources, plant
resources and microbial resources.

« RAHIRHHEEEMBNXZGHERE -

Provide for our daily needs and support the society’s
development.




AOHEEFETRZEE
The Impact of Unsustainable Consumption
EMBRELELANEETE -

Biological resources are fundamental elements to the ecosystem. (:’j_“ i

BERZBFEHVAEYNEIRCIES - (
Over-exploitation of wild animals and plant resources may :
— EY—EYERISNRE  SEERHEE

lead to the depletion and extinction of some species, resulting in
unstable food supply;

- BIREYERMNEREE RBEABREFREE -

destroy the natural habitat and disrupt the ecological balance.
Human survival and development will be affected.

ZHEEYMERGLIFE - ARMIBFEA T IBEEIR
BERRE -

Biological resources are sustainable only if the consumption rate is
maintained at a level that does not exceed the reproduction rate.




AOFEEFETRZEE
The Impact of Unsustainable Consumption
BM (MiEE)

Food supplies (e.g. seafood) . EEALEEANAYANRES
BETFESLETIETI0% - SBHIRE

- REXIER  MIRRFBERBMEE EHREREBEERRA -

BEMNBEEE  HRREEIRN
A& 7  BEIT2048F GRS *  Partly due to overfishing in South China
‘T Sea, the catches of a common fish

e Scientists predict that world fisheries consumed by Hong Kong people, i.e.,
and seafood populations will collapse Golden Threadfin Bream, has declined by
by 2048 if current trends in overfishing 30% over the past 10 years.

and habitat destruction are to continue.

ANEERABNIYS e EREERESE?

How does the shark fin consumption affects the marine ecology and scallop industry?

. , T T '. X -
AR D SRR IR BREABEFEEE BEXASYY
Number of sharks drops Number of stingray Stingrays prey on scallops and thus

increases substantially affecting the scallop industry 5



A OIS EREERTRRZZE

The Impact of Unsustainable Consumption

BEXAMm (MEME - FFEK - BHEE - EYIEER)
Catering paper products (e.g. napkins, paper towels , paper tableware , food
packaging)

¢ HRAMHMRREMAFTKEKX - 14

T 5T 2IKEBE 70,0003 5 A EBRIHRM

'''' BRI - HERETDER20 EEIK
B N NRIFRMOB K -

i
@q

e Globally, an estimated 70,000 km? of
forests are lost each year due to the
huge demand for timber and wood
products, equivalent to the size of 20
football fields every minute.




Ao BN B TR ZZE

The Impact of Unsustainable Consumption
ARANGREE - 2ERERNEZRm

Palm oil for cooking, Cleaning supplies containing palm oil

e 199020105 - ENfE ~ B2RAAE
oo AT 44 A oo 25 4935,0005F 5 A B RS
MEFSEEEBEERE ML - EBEFZE
SAEY)TE - Bl ﬁ¢ K2~ BREMNIE
I2 I B IR 1E B o A AR

* About 35,000 km? of rainforests in
Indonesia, Malaysia and Papua New Guinea
were lost for oil palm plantations between
1990 and 2010, causing destruction of
natural habitats which were homes for many
endangered species, such as rhinos,
elephants, tigers and orangutans.




REBE0SEER?

What is Sustainable Consumption?

» OFEEERTAZREREREYER -

Sustainable consumption is NOT about avoiding the use of
biological resources.

R UBEUHRFHRE
ZHEIR R{ER

Wise Use of Resources Allow Resources to
Replenish for Future Use

ARE & HEHIRIR

Smart Choice Respect the Environment




HEHIRITIANE - BT / 2EHE

Current Efforts in Hong Kong —
Government / Public Sectors

—LE 5 ¥ Some examples:

® %
AIEENEEEEN P

RATSUFEERAR

HIRRIEE

Sustainability-conscious
Menus at Government
Entertainment Functions

SEHE RO ERBIES
Sustainable Purchasing for the
Higher Education Sector

L RF B 2012 F B IEE A B K

BAEITIEA RS

Trawling was banned in Hong Kong
waters in 2012 to protect marine

resources and ecosystem

BRIk

#Z20155F58 - B
#1S0TEEm - HlE] KRR
RIRRIREES| -
As of May 2015, the
Government has developed
and adopted green
procurement guidelines

for 150 items 9



HERIRTTIaN - RAAKE

Current Efforts in Hong Kong — Private Sectors

—ItE .
=BIF Some examples: RESHEEEEE A large hotel group
« B20n2Fi# - (FILEERIAEABRHBEEHRIENEM -

Group-wide ban on shark fin since 2012, and endangered species are
removed from food and beverages offerings.

« HUEBRERENERBESLENTGEZRNERTE

Offered sustainable sturgeon caviar that produced from internationally
certified caviar farm.

- HiRE20175FR] - EEE MNhBEEFREBEEEGHRMEE
ZEE (FSC) FHBRENTFEERKFENAREMD -
Paper products to come from certified sustainable sources such as FSC by
2017.

F 7/ E Theme Park
« PIERBARESES (WWF)EFHEIZEIESIEESE  fAeNE—ERE
EELHEAERIFBRFERSENEIELE -

Became Asia's first theme park to use only sustainably sourced seafood in the
restaurants and bakery it operates.

o (FEREMSCREMNNEHIERAE -
Use MSC-certified seafood to produce fish ball.

Source: HSH Group Annual Report 2013-14, 2014-15; WWF. (2016). Report on Sustainable Seafood Movement. Submitted to the 10
Support Group of the Council for Sustainable Development



HERIRT

Current Efforts in Hong Kong — NGOs

—LE 5|+ Some examples:

o5& 88 1TE
Sustainable Seafood Movement

HRBAEESE (WWF) FE2007FEHEE 7
,%EEE,.&%E?EEI C 2014 H#EH B

N

Tt -

FIEBI Tt e

7)) FARKRE R R EES

= Hong Kong Green Purchasing Guidelines for
Food and Beverage (F&B) Sector

IR{RIXEE Green Purchasing

WWEF produced Hong Kong's first Seafood Guide in
2007 and released an updated version in 2014.

FEEMRAE

1E5|285 T 70IEHEBERNB

Covering 70 popular seafood species.

THINK TWICE

HuFEERETCER  aEEEEERE N
RIRREEEFHIF] " FEERMFIRRIREIE
5la - FAETIR2016 F FAFE Ak HIET T1F -
Supported by Sustainable Development Fund, the
HKFORT and Green Council planned to establish the
“Hong Kong Green Purchasing Guidelines for Food and
Beverage Sector” by end of 2016.

REEEh A ENIRFREKEES
BNEM - BEERE  5EHm - 81FK/EER -
B EREIE
Guidelines on five areas: Food supplies, Restaurant
equipment, Cleaning supplies, Packaging/utensils,
Kitchen waste management.

HEEMRMHE - E£&E - 8% - BEX/ REFE

¥/ ER - FIEENBRE %Bx%)?‘i%ﬂaiﬁﬁﬁ

BRNSERE -
Take into account the environmental impact: raw material
extraction, production, packaging, transport/storage,
consumption/usage, disposal

4L



BT ZMRITED

More Action is Needed

REHEAIFIRENERE

Facilitating Smart Choices for Consumers

HETEM A SHERNEEERE
Promoting Best Practices Among
Businesses and the Public Sector

HENREEB
Education and Publicity
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(e R EBFIAERYERE

Facilitating Smart Choices for Consumers

® What information would

;E1$ *@ 0 consumers need in order to
= 17k 'R;Ek . 2
choose sustainable products?

- BEBEM IR IEEE
o5& Em ?

Eco-labels

AR TS AR RS R E T [25° o5
e

Information Platforms on Sustainable Source
Sustainable Products for Consumers
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BRSOl $5 485 652 12 15 Australia’s Sustainable Seafood Guide \ 3

A guide 1o
choosing your
seafood wisely

- SENEEREHESH BB ERBMKERBENOSEM] MER| -
AMCS developed criteria against which to assess the sustainability of wild capture fisheries and
farmed seafood.

Lo
=5
..

Sustainable

Seafood Guide
. T@ﬂ?&ﬁ?—@%%ﬂ@%‘%?%ﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁ DB HEEBFLREEREE E@_.J
[ °

A mobile app has been developed which enables consumers to make responsible choices more

easily. & /&% A

INZ KAy o] #5 48 5 S) 4 45 B Canada Sustainable Sushi Guide ,\/ W
B

- MEXRBEZXBESTE SeaChoice T FEIEEERE - EZMRERERAG SeaChoice org
g - DURERFER - )
The SeaChoice programme of Canada has rolled out the sustainable sushi guide, suggesting
people to avoid endangered fish species in order to protect the marine ecosystem.

for healthy oceans

e
- g“-'::: sexchoRaor Ee“‘“" =Some 2 smart sushi
_fr ety oceas as oy oncerns jeci
Recommended UeECISIC n-s for tway

Best Choice

vl
/i

Z " and tomorrow




HEEFEMAr=RBRNEESRE

Promoting Best Practices Among Businesses and the Public Sector

I _ _ - .
____ IR(RIREELESI () #=EnEtE
~ Green Procurement .
Gwdellnes

Award Schemes

- BN/ AEiiE R AR AR E

7 &R ?
How could the Government/public sector/private
® sector take the lead in promoting sustainable
consumption of biological resources?
- AEEFANREFERBEESOKEREm ?
What are the drivers for businesses to purchase
more sustainable products?

LN B FEEGE
Charters and ‘ IRIREE KREENIE5]

Voluntary . Green Banquets and
0 % Dining Guidelines

‘%



=5 B o] 5 B 1T i H 49 E UK Statement on Sustainable Palm Oil

- R2012F %t - EEROFEHFA - BENIMNSHE - EmMENRES - T
€8 #MENEES -
Initiated in 2012. Signed parties include the government, petroleum process and
distributors, food and beverage manufacturers, retailers, animal feed producers.

- FGEPIBBUGEIFERBEY EmE - EFENREmFERE JHEH0R -

Committed that all palm oil used for cooking and as an ingredient in food for all
government departments must be sustainably produced.

=B XI5 Walmart U.S.
- EREBFREHAEET E Procurement of palm oil and seafood products :

- IR - XAIEBEAmBERPERANRER - B527%ERB ol FHEKRIR -
To date, 27% of palm oil used in the private-label products globally is sustainably
sourced.

- TEXFLS nnHﬂEﬂ%ﬁEﬁﬁi}iF—‘ Liﬂ 0% EE S *EBREEZEMSC) »
REKEBEESD(BAP)RENBSEAFENZSETE -
More than 90% of Walmart’s farmed and wild seafood has gained Marine
Stewardship Certification (MSC) or Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) Certification,
or is engaged in a Fishery Improvement Project.




HENEE
Education and Publicity

- BENREBHNEREGEHMRERFEER
EYEIR?
What kinds of education and publicity
activities should be put forward in
promoting sustainable consumption of
biological resources?




EI48#4% K South Korea — Green Card :f' [ﬁﬂyi@gﬁ Earn eco-pointS\

_ . . "0'19 sBERKRELERTER
- EEOFHENEREA - 02, Buy low carbon and eco-friendly
Encourage the adoption of sustainable lifestyle. products
° P Y - -/ BEREA - MBS - K
S RS
. S2EA4F b 2E &2 A Y gEjESE | & 55 ot A BE = Reduce energy use, e.g.
SRR RYEAEENE  RERET AR R @ &
abeg °

Green card products must carry eco-label, carbon footprint label
or eco-friendly agriculture certification.

- BBAS0EHZFIFAA -

Over 4.5 million Koreans being card-holders.

PEAMN B SGEREEER

Sustainable Consumption Week in the Mainland

- HE THReLE EREE, o

Promote the concept of “Green Life, Consume with Wisdom”.

- HBIB600XRBEEHEFIESLE T T2015F BB FHEHEEER, -
Over 600 chain stores participated in the Sustainable Consumption Week in 2015.



NN
Public Engagement Activities

EETJ %ﬁiﬁ Regional Forums

H H8 & 5

Date and Time

19.09.2016 (Mon)

19:00-22:00 eEltEEgx Leighton Hill Community Hal
24.09.2016 (Sat) BAE L@ = = Long Ping Community Hall
14:30-17:30
27.09.2016 (Tue) pGIE R A sy
19:00-22:00 Tai Wo Neighbourhood Community Centre
21.10.2016 (Fri) = AL & o0
19:00-22:00 Wong Tai Sin Community Centre
23i1£°32(§)_]i67:(35(l)m) EEMEE = Lai Kok Community Hall

#8 £ ¥y # Online Registration : https://www.susdev.org.hk/tc/events.php
E 5% 4R 2 Registration by phone: 3917-4763 / 2219-4763
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ﬁ: EZ:E’JME

Share Your Views

A Yy,
£ "E‘gﬁ?/ T, =
e A =I= °
g~. 7B\ EF Email
w =

] {EHE Fax
9;, " comments@susdev.org.hk

3150-8168

FF Mail
BEEfE I BB K462 0 FEEREES

Council for Sustainable Development,
46/F, Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong

& 55 Hotline

3917-4763
2219-4763

www.susdev.org.hk

/ : \ 4= Web Address
.
A
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Your Views Are Welcome
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