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Broadening horizons

Building links

5  Local, Regional and International Liaison

Interaction with local and overseas organisations

An important aspect of the Commission’s work is close liaison with local women’s

groups, services agencies and non-governmental organisations (NGOs).  Since its

establishment, the Commission has sought active interaction with a wide spectrum

of community groups.  We have participated in, and organised forums and seminars

related to women issues.  We have also paid visits to, and held discussions with,

local women’s groups, service agencies and professional organisations.  Such

activities have yielded positive results by improving communication, building up

trust and collaborative relationships between the Commission and community

groups, and facilitating the sharing of experiences and views.

These meetings provided the opportunity to introduce the Commission’s vision,

work and plans.  Issues discussed included the direction of the Commission’s

work, women’s participation in the local community, adult and continuing education,

employment, training and re-training opportunities, parenting education, new

services models, women’s health, violence and safety issues, and provision of

welfare services to women in need.

The Commission also networked with relevant regional and international bodies.

Members participated in a number of regional and international conferences, which

provided good opportunities for dialogue with overseas experts.  This helped bring

outside perspectives to the Commission’s work and enabled Members to keep

abreast of the key issues in regional and international arenas.  Such exposure

enriched the Commission’s work and planning.  In addition, it helped raise Hong

Kong’s profile with regard to its promotion of women’s development.
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Local, regional and international visits and meetings undertaken by the Commission

are listed below:

Year 2001

February Visits to Association Concerning Sexual Violence Against Women,
Hong Kong Women Workers’ Association, Hong Kong Women
Christian Council, Hong Kong Women Development Association,
Hong Kong Federation of Women’s Centres, Hong Kong Association
for Survivors of Women Abuse, Harmony House and Action for
Reach Out.  Issues discussed include new immigrant women, middle-
aged women, efforts to tackle sexual and domestic violence (including
public housing assistance for battered women) and difficulties faced
by women with little education.  Poverty, women on Comprehensive
Social Security Assistance (CSSA), the digital divide, continuous
education and family issues, along with problems faced by
homemakers, single parents and sex workers, also covered.

March Visits to Zi Teng, Hong Kong Single Parents’ Association, Joint
Action to Fight for Retirement Protection for Women and
Association for the Advancement of Feminism.  Views exchanged
on the situation for sex workers, childcare needs, housing support and
maintenance payment problems experienced by single parents.

Chairperson of the Commission attends the 45th Session Meeting of
the United Nations Committee on the Status of Women.

April Visits to Hong Kong Federation of Women and Hong Kong
Confederation of Trade Unions.  Views exchanged on women’s
employment, training and re-training, adult education, women’s
involvement in voluntary work, health, needs of homemakers and
problems faced by local domestic helpers.
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May Visits to New Immigrants Mutual Aid Association of the Society
for Community Organisations (SOCO), Christian Action and Hong
Kong Young Women’s Christian Association (Choi Wan Retraining
and Employment Service Centre).  Issues discussed include new
immigrant women, employment difficulties of re-trainees, services and
assistance for foreign domestic helpers and support for women in
crisis.  Members also meet some of the new immigrant families in
Shamshuipo District during the visit to SOCO.

Chairperson of the Commission attends the 3rd meeting of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) Advisory Group on Gender
Integration (AGGI) and the Joint Meeting of AGGI and Women
Leaders’ Network co-ordinating committees in Shenzhen. The
meeting identifies ways for APEC to incorporate gender perspectives
easily and permanently into its work as everyday practice.

June Visits to Kowloon Women’s Organisations Federation, Caritas Hong
Kong, Po Leung Kuk and Christian Family Service Centre.  Issues
discussed include training for local women leaders, promotion of
women’s participation in volunteer and community activities, problems
faced by single parents and new immigrant women, IT training for
women, women’s employment and marital problems.  Views also
exchanged on support for women victims of sexual and domestic
violence, and gender-biased messages in the media.

July Commission organises an Open Forum on “The Future Direction of
the Women’s Commission” at the Hong Kong Science Museum.  The
event provides a good opportunity for establishing partnerships and
exchanging views on the Commission’s work with women’s
organisations, services agencies, higher education institutions,
community groups and representatives from government departments.

Visits to Tsing Yi Lady’s Forum and Yan Oi Tong.  Issues discussed
include mutual help and volunteer activities in the district, employment,
women’s health, needs of homemakers, old age protection and
problems faced by new immigrant women.

Commission receives a delegation from All-China Women Federation
and National Working Committee for Women and Children under
the State Council.  Members are given information on the major
objectives and priorities for the development of women in Mainland
China, and the work of the National Working Committee for Women
and Children.  In turn, the delegation is briefed on the Women’s
Commission’s work.



62 IV  Women’s Commission at Work

August Visit to Association of Women with Disabilities Hong Kong.  Views
exchanged on issues faced by women with disabilities, including
“double” discrimination, inadequate public health information and
access in public facilities, training needs, lack of access to IT and sexual
abuse.

Commission Chairperson, five Members and eight women leaders from
professional and business sectors attend the 6th APEC Women
Leaders’ Network Meeting in Beijing.  The theme is “Challenges and
Opportunities for APEC Women in the Process of Economic
Globalisation”.  The Commission Chairperson gives a presentation on
“Economic Empowerment of Women: Setting up Co-operatives” at
the meeting.

September Visits to Agency for Volunteer Service, Helena May, Mother’s Choice
and Family Planning Association of Hong Kong.  Views exchanged
on how to promote women’s participation in voluntary work, support
for unmarried mothers, women’s health, collection of maintenance
payments, women’s employment, training and re-training, support for
disadvantaged women and parenting education.  Members put forward
the idea of collaboration between expatriate and grassroots women’s
groups to promote cross-cultural exchange.

October Visits to Hong Kong Council of Social Service, Tung Wah Group of
Hospitals, St James’ Settlement and Baptist Oi Kwun Social
Services.  Views exchanged on difficulties and support for divorced
women, capacity building for grassroots women, how to improve
childcare and parenting support, and women’s health (including mental
health).  Members suggest using a women-centred approach in service
design and promotion of a gender-sensitive funding culture.

November Visits to Breakthrough and Hong Kong Women’s Foundation.  Views
exchanged on women’s health, gender-biased messages in the media,
education, employment, childcare support and support for men to help
them adjust to their changing role in the family and society.  NGOs
give suggestions on setting up Community Investment and Inclusion
Fund.

Visits to Tung Wah Group of Hospitals and Professor SH Lee of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong.  Views exchanged on the possibility
of establishing a community-based health centre.

Study visit to Canada to learn about gender mainstreaming practices,
empowerment programmes and public education strategies, and
research work in Canada.
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December Visits to Oxfam Hong Kong, Hong Kong Christian Council, Internet
Professionals Association and Haven of Hope Christian Service.
Issues discussed include poverty among women, parenting education,
adaptation difficulties for new immigrant women, lack of recognition
for homemakers, developmental needs of women and IT training
among marginal groups.  Views also exchanged on gender
mainstreaming and the setting up of community-based healthcare
centres.

Year 2002

January Visits to Po Lam Community Health Development Centre of Haven
of Hope Christian Service.  Views exchanged on the objectives and
operations of the Centre and how volunteers are involved in the
provision of services.

March Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Sai Kung District
to discuss issues facing women in the area and women’s participation
in the local community.  Views exchanged on women’s health,
education, family difficulties, integration problems faced by new arrival
women and public education to promote gender equality.

April Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Wanchai District.
Members discuss issues concerning the needs and support for
disadvantaged women (for example, grassroots women, new arrival
women), employment and support for single parents.

Visits to Tin Shui Wai Integrated Family Service Centre.  Views
exchanged on the mutual help approach and formation of co-operatives
among grassroots women as a means of self-empowerment.

May Women’s Commission Conference: “Women for a Better
Tomorrow” at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
provides a good opportunity for the Commission to establish
partnerships with women’s groups and other interested parties.
International experts and representatives of local NGOs and
government speak at the conference.  NGOs also invited to participate
in the “Marketplace” and “Community Activities”.

Commission receives a delegation from Women’s Leadership Project
in Linqu County, Shandong Province, Mainland China, initiated by United
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) in 2000 to develop
governance at the grassroots level.  Members brief the delegation on
the Commission’s work and three priority areas of action.
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June Visits to women’s groups at Caritas Community Centre, Ngau Tau
Kok.  Issues discussed include the difficulties faced by women seeking
employment, protection for divorced women, training or re-training
needs of women, parenting support and capacity building.

July Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Shatin District.
Views exchanged on the importance of promoting mutual help in the
community and need for cross-sector collaboration, promotion of
women’s participation in voluntary work and the need for a more
balanced gender mix in appointments to advisory and statutory bodies.

Commission hosts a lunch for Ms Gu Xiulian of the All-China Women’s
Federation.  Views exchanged on the work of the Federation and
Commission.

September Chairperson of the Commission attends the 2nd APEC Ministerial
Meeting on Women in Mexico.  The theme is “Advancing Women’s
Economic Interests and Opportunities in the New Economy”.

October Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Central and
Western District.  Issues discussed include parenting education and
childcare support, closer collaboration and networking between the
Commission and local women’s groups, promotion of the Commission’s
work at district level and problems faced by new arrival women.

November Commission holds briefing session on parenting education and
related initiatives for women’s groups and service agencies in
collaboration with the then Education Department.

December Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Kwun Tong
District.  Views exchanged on continuous education, training, support
for foreign domestic helpers, single parents’ problems, maintenance
payment issues and promotion of women’s participation in statutory
and advisory bodies.

Year 2003

January Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Tsuen Wan
District.  Views exchanged on women’s employment, quality parenting,
women’s participation in the community, domestic violence and
problems faced by new arrival women.

February Commission organises an Exchange Session on Collaboration to
examine how collaborators view working with the Commission, the
constraints they faced, how individuals could contribute and the lessons
that could be learnt from previous collaborative efforts.
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June Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Eastern District.
Suggestions made on how to recognise women’s contribution to
society, encourage women to participate in the community and capacity
building.

Organises an Exchange Session on Collaboration to discuss issues
involved in establishing a matrix network of interested parties,
positioning the Commission as an information hub for issues and
activities, encouraging collaboration with the Commission on planning,
and a possible mechanism for recognition of services, good practice
and the contribution of women’s groups and individuals.

July Commission Chairperson, five Members and 10 women leaders from
professional and business sectors attend the 8th APEC Women
Leaders’ Network Meeting in Thailand.  The theme is “Women Make
a World of Difference: Partnerships for Gender and Development”.

August Visits to women’s groups and local women’s group and women figures
in Yau Tsim Mong District.  Issues discussed include capacity building
for women, continuous learning and the formation of women’s co-
operatives.

September Visits to women’s groups and local women figures in Kwai Tsing
District.  Members introduce concept of the “Capacity Building Mileage
Programme” initiated by the Commission.

October Organises an Exchange Session on Collaboration with a view to a
written document building on the scope agreed at earlier exchange
sessions on collaboration.

December Commission organises “A Close-up on the Media Through Gender
Perspectives” forum to discuss the need and ways to tackle gender-
biased messages and messages insulting or demeaning to women in
the media.


