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AN ODETOTHE WOMEN’S COMMISSION
On its First Birthday

BEE AR

2002 18

On the 19th January Two Thousand and One
To right existing gender wrong

The Year of the Dragon heralded in

The Women's Commission of Hong Kong

With women drawn from all Hong Kong
And some male colleagues too

Our job is to advise the government...
And society, on just what to do

“To enable women in Hong Kong”

Our mission for all - whether single or wife
“To fully realize their due status, rights,
And opportunities in all aspects of life”

Task forces followed, in total three

Gender mainstreaming and education are two
Empowerment of women is the third

There are countless things to do!

We've attended six main meetings
But that is just the core

Counting all the sub-committees
There've been many, many more

Our shelves are packed with papers
And our emails full of the same

The work increases more and more
And never seems to wane.

AN ODETO WOMEN'S DAY 2003
HEEFHBHUR
2003 F3H8H

The United Nations decided

To right existing gender wrong
With an International Women's Day
Long celebrated in Hong Kong

From the early 1980s

Women gathered on the day

To campaign for their equal rights
And, no less, equal pay

Back in the nineteenth century
There were quite simply no
Female judges, lawyers, doctors
Or women members of Legco

Our Chairperson rallies us around
Making sure that nothing’s missed
And the Secretariat rules us firmly
With a velvet iron fist

We've been bussed to many site visits
In merry yet serious bands

We've met with delegations

And visited foreign lands

Let's have some stats on women

And see them sit on government boards
Let's have new laws on stalking

And help for new arrival hoards

We must address domestic violence
And single parents too

Sex workers, and community needs
A neverending list to do

And as we look to the future
How do we judge what our success will be?

That we are renamed ‘The Gender Commission’

In ten more years and three.

Ladies even had their feet bound
And it was not until

Well into the twentieth century
Mui tsais were reduced to nil

A pioneer in 1951

The first policewoman was recruited
And slowly but surely in the Force
Women were saluted

In 86 the very first

District Judge was Helen Lo
Showing appointing senior women
Was Hong Kong'’s way to go

77
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We had pioneers like Ellen Li
Anson Chan and Anna Wu
Maria Tam on separate taxation
And our own dear Elsie Tu

Lydia, Rosanna, Selina all

Proved their worth once selected
Emily Lau, a first in 91

To Legco was elected

Christine Loh was another

To focus on vital issues

And show us women can be strong
Not just weep and reach for tissues!

Thus women entered politics
And professions such as law
Doctors, judges, housewives
They opened many a door

Countless things were rectified
And marriage laws improved

Equal pay came to government
And forward regulations moved

Great strides were made in better health
Even an Olympic gold

Women showed it could be done
Whether they were young or old

In 77 the War on Rape

Brought the issue to the fore

And Harmony House from 85
Showed battered women a safe door

Universal schooling for all girls
Separate tax for those married
Maternity leave and better health
Yet women still feel harried

The cigarette companies

Worldwide, but specially Asian
Targetted Hong Kong's young women
With messages of emancipation

Other ads still discriminate
And make women look just like
Sex objects, even empty heads
With no hint of our might

Our progress over decades
Is there for all to see
But there’s still so far to go
For women'’s equality

Let’s have some stats on women
See them sit on government boards
Let’s have new laws on stalking
And help for new arrival hoards

We must address domestic violence
And single parents too

Sex workers, and community needs
A neverending list to do

We need the Women's Commission
And the strength of the EOC

We need to report to CEDAW

So all the world can see

We need the NGO community

Like the International Women's Forum
And academia, to campaign
Sometimes loud, at times, decorum

Hong Kong has done not badly
Compared with other states
Especially those in Asia

Where women’s issues waits

So let us toast together

The women of Hong Kong

And here’s to equal opportunities
And may it not take long

Brigitta Blaha-Silva

Is one of the very few

Female consuls in Hong Kong
She gives women their just due

We thank you for your thoughtfulness
And may this never cease

And to your future’s many years

Of health, and joy and peace.
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