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The second theme of my Policy Address is to foster harmony in the community. This
requires the concerted efforts of the Government and all sectors of the community.
The public generally expects less confrontation and dispute and more harmony
among ourselves. Many community organisations are striving to foster a harmonious
society. For example, the Women’s Commission has formulated its five-year objective
of “Working Together for Social Harmony”. On the basis of joint responsibility, the
Government will strive to form partnerships with different organisations and sectors
to engender a sense of friendship and mutual support.
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The 51st Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women

REXEFELZBA SR REEHEE (2006)
A delegation of the All-China Women's Federation visiting Hong Kong in 2006
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3.4.1 Mainland and International Liaison

The Women'’s Commission maintains close networking with relevant
Mainland, regional and international bodies. Members regularly
participate in regional and international conferences, including the annual
session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.

All these occasions provide excellent opportunities for dialogue with
overseas and Mainland experts, and help bring a new perspective to the
Commission’s work. Through collaboration and exchange of this kind,

we are able to keep abreast of key women'’s issues in the regional and
international arenas. We also take these opportunities to showcase Hong
Kong’s progress and achievements in advancing women'’s status as well as
to share experience on good practices.
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Mainland and Hong Kong
Joint Events in Celebration of
“Beijing + 10”
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Introducting Hong Kong'’s efforts in promoting gender mainstreaming at the
51st Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women

FT_EEAER BB REEATE
The 12th APEC Women Leaders’ Network Meeting

TARBENER R BRE =

IR EBHZE B S TIEHRE 2004-07 Women's Commission Report

At the 6th East Asian Women's Forum held in Beijing in July 2006, for
instance, the Chairperson of the Commission, Ms. Sophia Kao, shared
the Hong Kong experience with participants from the Mainland, Hong
Kong, Macao, Japan, Mongolia, South Korea and Taiwan on the theme
of the Forum, Gender Equality and Sustainable Development — the
Opportunity, Challenge and Action of East Asian Women under the
Background of Globalisation. Another Member, Ms. Ophelia Cheung,
discussed at a parallel session on Mainstreaming Gender Equality into
Macro Social Development.

Our efforts to promote family-friendly employment policies and practices
(FEPP) also go beyond the Hong Kong boundary. At the 12th APEC
Women Leaders’ Network Meeting and the lead-in “Women in Export”
trade event held in Port Douglas in June 2007, our Member, Ms. Lau
Ka-shi, shared with participants from around the world Hong Kong’s
experience in promoting and applying FEPP. Opportunities like these allow
the international community to gain first hand information on Hong
Kong’s latest developments in promoting gender equality.

BT X EFEERSH
Met with the New York City
Commission on Women'’s Issues
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3 6 Major regional and international conferences attended by the Women’s
- Commission from January 2004 to January 2008

200592A,3A gaBm LN E R EMHAEE S (ERAN)

February / March 2005 The 49th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York, US

200548 A DAKAEBE T EFLEGASE (BEAL)

August 2005 The 10th APEC Women Leaders Network Meeting in Daegu, Korea

200548H,79A ERENAtRELRE T EFEE (FEIER)

August / September 2005 Beijing 2005: The Tenth Anniversary Commemoration of the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing,
China

200642834 BeERNZEeF T ES R GREMLY)

February / March 2006 The 50th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York, US

200647 A SN ERBRLIGHE (FEIER)

July 2006 The 6th East Asian Women's Forum in Beijing, China

200648 A B BEDHRHRABRE Ee@RET it CERERL—IFAEIRAK) =RRORE

August 2006 (BEEERITRRNKRE) &3 (ERAD)
United Nations CEDAW Committee hearing on China’s periodic report under CEDAW (including HKSAR'’s
report) in New York, US

200649 A TALABRE+ —ERLBEAGE (BRARN)

September 2006 The 11th APEC Women Leaders’ Network Meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam

200742434 BaBmOnNEESF R+ —EeH (ZBELN)

February / March 2007 The 51st Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York, US

200744 2 ES LA B RERRERRA RN [E=E2BRARLR I FDRTAR] (FALR)

April 2007 The Third National Games on Fitness Activity for Women co-organised by the All-China Women's Federation
and the General Administration of Sports of China in Beijing, China

200746 A DAEEEBET _ERLEABAGEREREEHOESENRSES CRMNEEEENE)

June 2007 The 12th APEC Women Leaders’ Network Meeting and the lead-in “Women in Export” trade event held in

Port Douglas, Australia

Loulwah Al-Faisal A= (%) El&h
Visit by Princess Loulwah Al-Faisal (middle)

RFIBREHAAZSGRKRER
Visit by delegation from the Macao
Women Advisory Committee
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Visitors of the Women’s Commission from the Mainland and around the
world from January 2004 to January 2008

200442 A EWELL  URHEZFRZE ENEEMRBENAR

February 2004 Mdm. Peng Peiyun and delegates of the All-China Women'’s Federation (ACWF) together with Mainland
provincial women'’s federations

2004458 HPGE F fFlsabella Moore2Z +

May 2004 Mrs. Isabella Moore, President of the British Chamber of Commerce

20044F10H BEPEEFSEEBIMNANME E RITHRAEERE

October 2004 A visiting study tour of Mainland officials and executives organised by the Chinese General Chamber
of Commerce

200541 A FEE b A R REEE BWiliams of CrosbyZ 3B 5

January 2005 Rt. Hon. the Baroness Williams of Crosby, Member of Liberal Democrats in the House of Lords,
United Kingdom

2006538 Loulwah Al-Faisal A% K& ED e fl R (AR & B 25

March 2006 Visit by Her Royal Highness Princess Loulwah Al-Faisal of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and her delegation

20064 A4 HEHEF R E B & Margaret ElliottZZ +

April 2006 Mrs. Margaret Elliott, Sunderland Home Care Associates from the United Kingdom

2006558 bEmRLEaeRE

May 2006 A delegation from Shanghai Women's Federation

200647 A RERARLHA BEEFHOELLRANNRME

July 2006 ACWEF delegation led by ACWF Vice-President Zhao Shaohua

200744 R FBMs. Marianna Hildyard, QC M Felicity Kaganas% =

April 2007 Ms. Marianna Hildyard, QC and Ms. Felicity Kaganas from the United Kingdom

2007463 tE2ARLHARELEERERL I XANREE

June 2007 ACWF delegation led by Member of ACWF Secretariat Ms. Zhen Yan

200747 A PR LGS AEZEENERSEERENRKE

July 2007 Macao Women Advisory Committee delegation led by its Secretary General Ms. Marine Tang

20085 1A EMEGELES S NRE

January 2008 A delegation from Jilin Provinicial Women'’s Federation

20084 17 FELEB LA AL RE L E LT EAORKE

January 2008 ACWEF delegation led by ACWF Vice-President Zhao Shaohua

BIEREBHAZEENREIHEE

A delegation from the Macao Women Advisory Committee visiting Hong Kong
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EAMIE LB SE & EE AR
Meeting with local women’s groups to discuss
women related issues
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3.4.2 Collaborating with the Local Community

The Women’s Commission recognises and appreciates the important
contribution that the non-governmental sector and women’s groups have
made in advancing the interests of women in Hong Kong throughout
the years. To enhance communication with the non-governmental sector,
as well as to create synergy with other bodies, the Commission seeks to
establish partnership with women’s groups and NGOs through various
activities. We regularly meet with local women’s groups and service
agencies, attend and support their activities, as well as pay visits to
various districts. For example, in 2007, the Chairperson and Members of
the Commission officiated at and attended 39 events organised by local
women'’s groups and NGOs.

The Commission organised a series of exchange sessions with women’s
groups and other stakeholders when mapping out our strategies to
eliminate domestic violence and nurture caring families, as well as
preparing the series of activities to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of the HKSAR. In 2007, the Commission also facilitated
local women’s groups to form a HKSAR Team to attend the Third National
Games on Fitness Activity for Women (the Games), co-organised by the
All-China Women's Federation and the General Administration of Sports
of China, in Beijing from 21 to 25 April. Although it was the first time
Hong Kong participated in the Games, the HKSAR Team won a number
of major awards in the “individual” and “team” divisions.
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Ms. Zhang Jingya, second from right, wife of
Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
visited the exhibition on the works of women’s
groups to promote women'’s interests
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These open and candid exchanges and interactions with the women’s
groups and other stakeholders have been instrumental in building
trust and a shared ownership of our common purpose of advancing
women'’s status.

District Visits

To deepen and expand the contacts made with related parties during
the first round of visit programme in 2001, the Commission conducted
another round of visits from 2002 to 2005, including visits to all 18
districts in Hong Kong to meet with district-based women’s groups,
service agencies, as well as local women personalities. The third round of
district visits began in March 2007.

Collaboration Framework and Planning Forum

A planning forum was held on 27 November 2004 to exchange views
with women'’s groups and other interested parties on the future work
direction of the Commission, particularly in terms of our partnerships with
NGOs. A framework of collaboration with NGOs and other interested
parties was also disseminated to women’s groups and NGOs in July 2004

to facilitate further collaboration.

R R

District visits
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HLEREEH Meeting with Female District Councillors
BTMEZEZESRMITIENRE - FEEZ  To acquaint female District Councillors with our work and better
EeE TR ELXSZENETMER - &  understand their concerns and views on women’s issues, two meetings
E2006FH10 A 11 BT TR NEHe » 4474  with them were organised in October and November 2006. A total of
15ELBEESLE  HEETHRLEEETTH 15 female District Council Members attended, and enjoyed meaningful

THATR o exchanges on a wide range of women-related issues.
e A TRESeR YT —Z50EE  OELE A number of suggestions were raised frgm 'Fhese two.me:'etmgs, |nF|ud|ng
AEZeR T HRRERSA  ETREeNES the pr.oposal tosetup a ger.lder. focal point in every D|s.tr|c.t Counul., to
e MBI EREEE LR EBEeEEED establish a regular communication channel between District Councils and
SIS L o the Commission, and to promote gender mainstreaming at the District

il 1

Council level.
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BIERER R G R
Exchange Session on the Draft Framework on Collaboration

HuRASSm
Meeting with female District Councillors

SRS Z IR - AR S m AR R R
Meeting with local women'’s groups to discuss women related issues
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Way Forward

The Women'’s Commission will continue to collaborate with different sectors of the community and partners

from around the world to promote gender equality. In the coming years, one of our focuses will be on our
partnership with the District Councils in promoting gender equality and building a harmonious society.
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Collaborating with Different Sectors of the Society
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