Education Policy [1]

Education is one of thé mosl
important  areas in  enhancing
women's development and slatus.
Through education, women are
empowered In terms oOf heir
personal capacities and are enabled
to fully develop their potential. In the
past, traditional male-chauvinist
thinking often restricted women
access to formal education. The Bellos Public Sehool - Class photo

situation was changed In 1970s Sowrca Donated by Ms. TSANG Chil-mgl

In the beginning, the Hong Kong
Government assumed a facilitative
role in the provision of education,
and hence private schools were set ;
up much earlier than government -
schools. The first govarnment girls }

school was the Belilios Public School  Swdents of Perih Sirest Government Miodie Schoal 8

1 i wlles (W i HOmantn Govarnman Sacongary School) o
founded in 1890. It was onginally heving lesson i the laboraiory. Nt R boys: scil

called the Central School for Girls n thed garly wars and stared to admit girls o the 1960s
Eﬂlj ||:'E::“E'd at .I.hE EKISTIHQ $|TE' |:|1. thF.' Source: Donated by Ms LAL Yuen-shasng
Central Police Station
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In view of the rapid population growth, the Government reviewed its educations
policy in the 1950 and introduced the Seven-year Expansion Programme tof
Primary Schools in 1955. But primary school places still fell short of thes
demand. To address the problem, Rev. Verent John Russell Mills madéss
proposal to the Government for allowing voluntary organisations fo provids
education for children in grassroots families by opening primary Schools at
the rooftops of resettiement estates. With the introduction ol the ning-yeas
free and umiversal basic -
education in 1978, such
rooftop primary schools
became history.

Students playing in a root-top schaol nthe 19505 A scen in the 19605 of students nving s
Source: Informadion Services Department 185500 in A roof-top schopd .
Saurce Infarmation Sarvices Departmi
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having kesson m the aboratory  Sludents having Home Economics class  Stugents keaming Chaness calligraphy

| Free and Universal Basic Education

In 1971, the Hong Kong Government introduced
Six-year free and universal basic education, which
was further extended to nine years in 1978,
gnabling all children aged from 6 to 15, boys and
girls alike, to have equal rights and access to
Bducation. Since then. the number of gitls withoul
gducation dropped significantly from 56.4% in
4971 to 47.2% in 1976, further down o 40.3% in
4978. The opportunities for girls to receive senior
Sécondary education were also widened. Amongst
ihe female population aged 15 or above, the percentage with Secondary
Bducation or above increased from 50.0% in 1986 to 71.9% in 2006.
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Stuents playing vicins

Tertiary Education
While girls' schools had already come into the scene as early as the end of
the 19th century, girls still had no access to the local university. The
University of Hong Kong admitted only male students in its early years and
iemale intakes were allowed only since 1821, The first female graduate of
ihe University of Hong Kong was Rachel Irving, daughter of Edward
Alexander Irving. then Director of Education, who graduated in 1923. The
first local female graduate was Irene Ho Tung, daughter of Sir Robert Ho
Bllng, who graduated in 1925. Thereafter tn-"- number of female
Moergraduates grew steadily from 38 in 1928 to 112 in 1939. By 2006,
female students in tertiary institutions in Hong Kong have outnumbered their
male counterparis and accounted for 52.2% of the total

Picture Sowrce: Information Services Department




Education in Earlier Times[1]

. Before Hong Kong undarwent industrialisation, boysin
{ the rural areas usually received SChOONNG In aNCESHM
halls or temples, while girls seldom had access
| education. Until the early 19th century, some wealiig
families started to arrange their daughters o STUOE
with their brothers at home under privaie lutelage.

Protestant Girls' Schools |
During the colonial years, missionaries from haly, the
United Kingdom, the United States and France ca
ol o Hong Kong and founded schools as a way o
@ spread their faith, opening up the opportunity, to fORE
. Sosaa 0irls' schools, The first-girls’ school in Hong Kongk
Aschoal picnic on the baach (1910s) - was founded by Ms. Henrietta Hall Shuck of Amen 1
o Kony Peas Gits Collat. paptists, which was then followed by a succession of
boarding schools for girls founded by other churchess
Only then did girls have access to formal scheplings
The following are the various girls" schools Taunced
by Christian bodies in the early years:

Year 1843 'r,

Sudents having Piysical Education. 118 London Missionary Society founded the Ying™
cliss (15205 College and enrolled some girls. The Ying Wa Girgs

Source: St Ste Girls' Lollage. IRS |
ona Kong T LS SO Sohool was founded by Ms. Helen Davies in 1900,

Year 1860

Mrs. Smith, wife of the first Bishop of Victoria, founded the Diocesan Native
Female Training School for Chinese Girls, which was subsequently renamet
Diocesan Girls’ School

Year 1886
The Church Mission Society of Britain founded the Fairlea School, 3 vemnacusas
school for girls. In 1936, the school merged with the Victoria Home ang
Orphanage and was renamed Heep Yunn School,

Year 1906
The Church Missionary Society of the Anglican Church of England, together Willi
Sir Ho Kai and other Chinese businessmen, founded the St. Stephen’s Gifss
College.

Year 1949

The American Presbyterian Church relocated the True Light Middle School from
Guangzhou to Hong Kong and renamed it Kowloon Trug Light Middle Schoal.

Clutents having Domessic Seiencs class
Sowrce: Digoesan Girls' School
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Source Canossian Missians

Catholic Girls' Schools

There are also @ number of girls' schools founded by the Catholic religious
rders. During the Second World War, many orphanages were destroyed in
alr raids, leaving many orphans homeless. Some Catholic religious orders
started to build orphanages, or "Ying Tang" (baby's homes) in Chinese, in
1948. To keep pace with social needs, these orphanages were later
gonverted into girls’ schools or boarding schools: The following are the
girls' schools and orphanages founded by
pCatholic religious orders in the early years

Year 1854

BThe Sisters of St. Paul de Chartres founded
@ French missionary school, which was
renamed St. Paul's Convent School in 1955.

Year 1860 Source: Cancssian Mssins
pihe Canossian Daughters of Charity from Italy founded the Italian Convent

BSchool, which was renamed Sacred Heart Canossian College in 1960.

Year 1869

IThe Canossian Daughters of Charity founded an orphanage, which became
Mihe present St. Francis' Canossian College

~ Year 1900

The Canossian Daughters of Charity founded the St. Mary's Canossian
College
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Schools Founded by Social Organisations

Hong Kong Young Women's Chrishian
Association (YWCA) is the firsl
women organisation founded by local
women in Hong Kong. In the early
days, female immigrants to Hong
Kong were generally not well
educated. This prompted YWCA to
start organising literacy classes for
working women in 1922 and to open
its first night school in 1925. In
1938, YWCA set up its labour and |
women departments, By 1945, there were already seven might schook
established by YWCA to provide education for female workers aged 16 0F
above. Courses offered included Chinese studies, mathematics, abacuss
practice and craftsmanship |

Litaracy cless

To rebuild the society and train up the citizens after the Second World Wars
many organisations began to open night schools. For instance, ‘the
Education Advancement Society for Workers in Hong Kong and Kowlogn'
founded the Night Schools for Women Warkers in Sham Shui Po and™g
Kwa Wan In 1947 to offer courses at Primary 110 4 levels 10 female [SXINES
workers. The two night schools were later renamed Sham Shul Pg

Workers' Night School and To Kwa Wan Workers' Night School respective "

U3WO 0 Judwiamodw3 pue uoljeanp3

To cite another example, in January 1948, the Hong Kong Chinese Women's)
Club also opened craftsmanship and literacy classes for women ands
founded its first free night school in February 1948, The Club set up iiSs
second and third free night schools in 1949 and 1959 respectively I8
promaote female education.
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The First Free Evening Schond (1948} The Second Free Evening Schood (1943)

Piclura Souroe: Hang Bang Ghnase Women's G ! ; @



Gapacity Building Mileage
" Programme

“Launched in March 2004, the Capacity Building
Mileage Programme (CBMP) is the first large-
scale, tailor-made learning programme with a
Wwomen focus. It is initiated by the Women's
“Commission, and implemented jointly by the
Open University of Hong Kong, the Commercial

"Radio and nearly 80 partnering women's

“groups and non-governmental organisations
(NGOs).

“The CBMP differs from other vocational and
‘gducational courses in that it is aimed to
facilitate participants to enhance their lgarning
capacities, stimulate their curiosity, develop their potentials, build-up self-
confidence, and to foster a positive mindset to cope with life challenges,
leading to more colourful lives,

Sourme. Wamen's Commission
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“The CBMP has no entry requirement and is designed with flexible leaming
mode. Courses are mainly taught through radio broadcasting, supplemented

- by optional learning activities and face-to-face courses organised by NGOs.

" The subjects are relevant to daily activities of women, including managing
interpersonal relationships, financial management, health and practical issuas
In daily lives.

Up to November 2007, the cumulative number of enrolments exceeded 20,000
and there is also a large network of audience reached through the radio
programmes. Feedback from students shows that they have benefited from
‘the programme in terms of increased interests in learning, and enhanced
gonfidence and knowledge in resolving problems in daily life.
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Source: The Open Universiy af Hong Kong

Source The Dpen Uinssarsity of Heng Kong
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Adult Education, Continuing
Education and Vocational Training

Along with the development of the soclety, a variety of educational modes ai
resources became available, oflering more learning opportunities to womean.

Adult Education

Aduft schools operated by social organisations were generally modest in scale and couli*ng
longer meet the demand after the Second World War, In such circumstances, the Educaiion
Department established in 1954 an adull education Saction dedicated to the planning of tu
education programmes. '

» Adall Education Subvention Scheme

The Govermment introduced the Adull Education Subvenlion Scheme In 1560 1o subsidis

governmental organisations to organise shor and informal courses as well as special educa l:

courses for disabled adults. Courses tallored for women were also offered under the Scheme

including basic Pulonghua, stress managament, compuler and adaptation programmes or
newty arrived women. In the 2004-05 academic vear, women constituted about B0% of 1

nrolmant for thesa subvanted courses

Continuing Education
» Skills Upgrading Scheme

The Skills Upgrading Scheme was set up by the Governmant in September 2001 W
HKS400 million funding for the purpose of assisting low-skitiad and low education workes
adapt to the changing economic environment. At present. the Scheme govers 23 indus 1"r
and has organised about 7,700 classes. Over 156,000
persons have benefited under the Scheme, with over
65% of them being wormen
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* Continuing Education Fund

The Continuing Education Fund was set up by the
Govemment in 2002 with HKSS billion funding for the
purpose of subsidising ciizens aged between 18 and
60 to pursue continuing education. Apphcants will be
reimbursed B0% of the fees for the courses that they
have successiully compieted, up 0 2 maomum of
HKS 10,000 per applicant. As at the end of May 2006
there were over 260000 applications and aboul 60%
were submifted by female apphcants

Vocational Training

Since its establishment In 1982, the Vocational
Training Councll (VTC) has provided vocabonal
courses awarding higher diplomas, diplomas and crafl
cerificates as_well as continuing training for the
working population. The VTG offers pre-employiment
and on-the-job training courses to over 160,000
students and trainees gach year, For 2003-04, women
accgunted for about 37% of the graduates trom VTG s
vocabional courses. Of the graduates Trom Industral

training courses, about 40% were women Pty Gome: Syooiin M
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Gender education has multiple objectives, It aims at prompting the society to
tlflﬂnt upon gander-related concepts and institutions, fostering mutual respect
between both genders, eliminating gender discrimination and building a
gender-equal environment.

In 1985, the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese
tiniversity of Hong Kong {CUHK) established the Gender Research Centre, the
first research body to focus on gender and women issues in Hong Kong. In
40896, CUHK launched the first gender studies programme in Hong Kong.
which has since then been expanded 10 include bachglor's min0r, master s ang
doctoral degree programmes. Also in 1996, the Centre of Aslan Studies of the
Hong Kong University started a reszarch project on women studies and held
fegular talks and seminars on related topics to promote gender education. At
present, all tertiary Institutions-in Hong Kong offer an array of gender-related
gourses. A wide range of courses and workshops on gender issues are aiso
grganisad by non-governmental organisations,

On school education, the Government has all along encouraged schools to
olfer the same subjects to both male and female students. In 2002, the
Bovernment issued a set of guidelines to schools stating that male and female
Students were equally entitled to taking the subjects of Home Economics and
Design and Technology. Today, many schools offer these subjects to al
Shidents, male and female alike. At the same time, the Govemment has
dncluded a module on gender relationship in the néw Liberal Studies subject t
:hsllll in students concepts of gender equality and mutual inClusiveness.
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Notwithstanding that Hong Kong has gone a long way towards promoting
Bqual access to education for both genders, Cértain deep-rooted gender
Stereotypes still persist.  For example, arts subjects are still considerad by
some to be more suitable for girls while boys are thought to have an edge in
mathematics and science subjects. On another front, gender awareness is still
rather low and gender stereotyping remains prévalent when it comes to the
pop culture, especially the mass media, which 18 generally considered an
Amportant platform for gender education and soclalisation. We need to make
Sustained efforts in enhancing both the community's and the media's gender
Awareness, and promote gender equality and harmeny




